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Bursary Scheme 2023
Supporting Access to Endorsed Postgraduate Professional Community Work Education
Important Information 
The All Ireland Endorsement Body for Community Work Education and Training (AIEB) bursary fund (supported by the Department of Rural and Community Development) has been established to support access to endorsed postgraduate professional community work education.    
To apply you need to:
· have secured a place on the blended postgraduate MSocSc Community Work and Youth Work, part-time, in-service, blended programme at Maynooth University.
· be employed as a community worker, manager of a community work organisation or someone who undertakes community work duties in an organisation with a community work mandate.
· have a minimum of 3 years’ experience working in the field.
· have the support of your employer to participate in the programme.
· demonstrate an interest in and commitment to community work practice, issues, standards and values.
· provide evidence of the community work you have undertaken to date and its outcomes.
· articulate why you want a professional community work qualification and what difference it will make to you.
· articulate how you will contribute to group learning and support during the programme. 
Please note that:
· bursary support up to a maximum of €3000.00 per year in 2023 and 2024 is available for a limited number of suitable applicants.  
· all bursary applications must be completed in full and submitted to bursary@aieb.ie by Sept. 29th at 5.00pm.  An email to acknowledge receipt of your application will be issued. 
· applications eligible for consideration will be assessed by a panel who may also undertake online interviews.  AIEB is committed to completing the assessment process as rapidly as possible and notifying each applicant of the outcome.  
· applicants already in receipt of fee waivers or other bursary awards will not be prioritised.
In addition:
· if your application is successful the bursary will be paid in 2 tranches in each academic year.  The 2nd tranche will issue when the Department of Applied Social Studies confirms that you have fulfilled the conditions associated with the first semester to progress to the 2nd semester.  Payment for year 2 will follow as above and will also require evidence of the successful completion of year 1. 
· bursary applications will not be considered for repeat years.
· students may be entitled to tax relief on the net amount of course fees paid.  Further information is available through www.revenue.ie  
· if successful the highest level of bursary available at €3,000.00 per year in 2023 and 2024 will not cover all costs associated with undertaking the programme.  There will be other costs involved and other supports will be required including time to participate on the programme, study time etc. and this will require employer support.
	Endorsed Postgraduate Professional Community Work Education 
Bursary Application Form

	Full Name:
	

	Address:
	


	Phone Number:
	

	Email Address:
	

	Attach the letter offering you a place and your acceptance note
	

	Are you already in receipt of a fee waiver or other bursary award in respect of this programme.
	

	If so please provide details here
	


	



Relevant Community Work Experience
Please provide details of your current employment and previous relevant positions you have held.
	Dates
	Employer and job title
	Description of work – what do you do

	




	
	



	




	
	

	




	
	



	Briefly describe your community work practice. 
(no more than 200 words)



	





	Why do you want to undertake a professional Community Work qualification?
(no more than 100 words)

	





	What can you contribute to group learning and support on the programme?
(no more than 100 words)


	

	What difference would successfully completing the programme make for you? 
(no more than 200 words)




	











Other relevant experience, commitments and interests
	Dates
	Experience
	Its relevance for Community Work 

	




	
	




	




	
	








This section is to be completed by your current employer (i.e., Senior Manager, CEO, Organisation Director)
	Name 
	

	Contact Number
	

	Email address
	

	Does the bursary applicant have your support to participate on, and complete all aspects of the Masters of Social Science in Community Work and Youth Work and has this been confirmed with the Department of Applied Social Studies, Maynooth University?
	

	Signature
	

	Date
	




Applicant declaration 
I declare that the information supplied in this application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.  I will inform AIEB of any change in circumstances that affect the answers given.  I have also read the information pertaining to the bursary including the criteria for applying and confirm that I have completed the application form in full.  

Applicants Signature: 	_____________________________


Date:			________________________________
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